Forgiveness and Jesus

CONTENTS
Prefaces......cooiviiiiiiiiiii e Xi
INTRODUCTION ..ottt 1

PART I - PRINCIPLES OF A COURSE IN MIRACLES
INTRODUCTION ..ottt sttt ettt sae e s e 13
Chapter 1: THE DYNAMICS OF THE EGO .......cccceceveninininininennens 15

The World of Guilt: TWo LeVels .....cccoveverecevnnininincncnns 15
Sin, Guilt, and Fear .........ccooccviiiiiiiiiiiieieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee 19
Denial and Projection ............cccceeveverienienieneeceiescee e 23
Special Hate Relationships ........ccccccevievviiniiiniiniieniciienee 26
Special Love Relationships .........ccocceeeerenienenienenieeeceee. 32
The Ego’s Use of the Past ........cccceiiiieiinieiiiieeceeee, 38
SUNMMATY ..eiiiiieiiiiieeeteee ettt saee e 42
Chapter 2: THE MEANING OF FORGIVENESS .......cccccccoeviininiinnns 45
The HOLY SPITit ..ccoeueeiiiieieiiieieieee e 45
The Holy Spirit’s Purpose of Relationships ..........c.ccccceeueeee. 46
The Process of Forgiveness: Three Steps ......c..ccccceeveeeeennens 49
False FOrZIVENESS ....ccceeieriiruieriiriieieeiieieeteeie et 55
Cause and Effect ........ccccccoivvirininininicccceeecececee 56
Defensiveness vs. Defenselessness .......c..coccoceeereceeeecencnnns 57
Opportunities for FOrgiveness ..........cccecevereneneencncenennene 62

Chapter 3: FORGIVENESS OF INJUSTICE

THE PROBLEMS OF ANGER, SICKNESS, AND SUFFERING ........ 67
Reversal of Cause and Effect .......c..cocoveveneniinenicninincnnens 67
The Problem of ANGET .....cccoeoeeiirieiieieieeieeeeee e 70
The Meaning of SiCKNEss .......cccceceverienerieneeieeece e 74
False vs. True Healing: Magic vs. the Miracle ..................... 78
The Meaning of Injustice and Suffering ...........ccccoeceveecnee. 84
TIUE JUSHICE ..oevinvenienieiieiieiieie ettt 88
Practicing True JUStiCe ........ccccoiviiiiiiiiiiniiiiciceeceeee e 89

The Role of the Holy Spirit .......ccccoceeevenenenienenieiiincncnnens 93

BS



CONTENTS

Chapter 4:

Chapter 5:

THE MEANING OF LOVE AND SEXUALITY ...............

Forgiveness and Love: The Holy Relationship ...................

1. Parents and Children ..........c.cccccoeevvveeeieeiiveeeieeenneee.

2. Romantic LOVe ......cocceeviiniiiniiiiiiiiiieiceeeeeen
Sexuality and Celibacy ........ccoecvervievieniiieniinicrieesieeeeee,
1. The Two Uses of Sexuality .....c.cccoeeeveenciirsieeneennne.
2. CelibaACY ..vevuveiiriieiieiiciiece e
3. Form vs. CONtent ........cccceeueeveeneerieeneenieesieeneeeneenn

CONCLUSION: FAITH, PRAYER,

AND FORGIVENESS ..ot
The Need for Faith .........ccccoeniiiiniiiiniicecces
Faith and Prayer: The Meaning of Abundance ...................
Our Function of FOrgiveness ..........cceceeereencrcecienencuenenns

PART II - NEW TESTAMENT TEACHINGS

INTRODUCTION .....oooiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiee e

Chapter 6:

Chapter 7:

Chapter 8:

THE WORLD OF THE EGO:

THE SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP ......ccccccccveivinennenne.
Taking Up One’s Cross .....cceeveeeeerieneenienieneseeieseesieeeeens
Jesus’ Teachings on Special Relationships ...........c.cccceuee.
Special Love for JEsUS .....coeviviriiinieiereeeeee e
The Web of Specialness: Special Hate for Jesus ................

FORGIVENESS: THE TEACHINGS .......ccccoccovevivinennene.
ADZET ittt
Forgiveness of ENemies .........ccccoooeeoeeiieienieiceneeeeseeeene
The Question of DIVOICE ......ccccovuevieciiieeiiieeeeeeeeeeeee e
Forgiveness as the Expression of God’s Love ....................
Love for Sinners and the Poor (“Anawim”) ............c..........

FORGIVENESS: THE EXAMPLE .......cccoeinninnininienne
The Public Ministry: The Universality of Love ..................
Crucifixion and Resurrection ..........ceceecevverenvenvenveeeennenne.
1. The Message of the Crucifixion ..........cccceccevercennene

2. The Final Days: Invulnerability and
Defenselessness .......ccoveveeererenrenvenrenieeneeeneenenes
3. Forgiveness of Specialness ..........cccceeeevireeneneeenns



Contents

Chapter 9: THE MISUNDERSTANDING OF THE
CRUCITFIXION ..ottt 197
Distorting the Present ........coocevvienienieeniiienienieenieenieeeee 197
Atonement with Sacrifice .......c..ccocoveeiiniieiiniiinincicenns 199
The Suffering Servant ..........cccccocceceeniieninienineennenne. 201
The Reinforcement of Guilt:
Martyrdom and Persecution ..........cccccceeeeviencenncncenne. 206
The Unreality of Death .........ccociiiiiiniininiiiiieceeene 209
Chapter 10: FAITH IN THE GOD OF LOVE .........ccccoiiiniinieiinenee. 213
God’s Love for Us ......ccoevirieiiniiiinieenecenccreeeereen, 214
The Availability of God’s Love ........cccocevveinieniiiinieneenne. 217
Trusting God .....c.eevveriiiiiiiieee ettt 221
Trusting in What Is Unseen .......ccccceeceevveiivienieeniiinneenieenne 227
Chapter 11: THE POWER OF DECISION .......ccccccceeviininiiiinieceeenne. 231
The Decision of JESUS .....c.ccecvevieiieniieieniieieneeeeeeeneenens 231
The Urgency to Decide .......c..coceeeevieiinieiiiniieiineecncenn, 233
Honoring the Power of Our Mind ..........ccceeviiiiiniennennnen. 237
PART III - APOSTLESHIP
INTRODUCTION ..ottt ettt 243
Chapter 12: PITFALLS OF THE EGO .....cccceoiiiiiiiiieeeeeeeee 245
Rejection and Persecution ...........cececeveeieeeeniencene s 245
“Render unto Caesar’” .........cceeveeeveereenieeeneennieenieenieesieeneenn 248
Chapter 13: FULFILLING OUR FUNCTION .......cccccoeiiiiiinieeeenee. 255
“The Jonah Complex” ......ccceeveeriiienierieenieneeee e 255
Humility VS. AITOZANCE ......eevvervieiiiieieiieieeeeie e 261
Chapter 14: APOSTLES OF THE HOLY SPIRIT AND JESUS ........... 267
“The Test for Truth” .......ccoovieiiiieeeeeeee e 267

Apostles of Light and Peace ...........ccoceevivieniiceneneieee, 270



CONTENTS

PART IV - JESUS
INTRODUCTION ..ottt 283
Chapter 15: OUR SPECIAL RELATIONSHIP WITH JESUS .............. 285
WHho IS JESUS? ..ot 285
Why Must We Forgive Jesus? .......ccoccvvivrrieniieniieeneeneeenne. 287
Chapter 16: DO WE NEED JESUS? ...cccviviiiiiiieieeieeeeeie et 293
Is He the Only Teacher? .......ccccovivvviienienciienieeieeieeeeeee, 294
Jesus as Our Model .........coevieiiiniiniiniiniinienceecnenenns 296
OUr Gift t0 JESUS .eouviiieiiiniieiinieetincetc ettt 300
EPILOGUE
TEACHING THE MESSAGE ....cccociiiiiiiinineeeeeecteteeeeeeeeans 303
INDICES
IndeX Of NAMES ....ooueriiiieieieeeeee et 307
Index of EXamPIes .......ccceviiieiiiieiieiieieeee e 308
SUDJECE INAEX ...oveiiiiiieiieierie ettt e 309
Scriptural INAEX ..c..eeveuieiiieeee e e 317

Index of References to A Course in Miracles ...........ccocceeeeeeveeeeeeeeennnnn.. 326



